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SUBJECT: EC REQUEST FOR FISHING LICENSE FOR IRISH VESSEL 
REF: BRUSSELS 6969 

1 . IN MAKING JUDGMENTS ON WHICH NATIONS SHOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED TO HAVE HAD "TRADITIONAL FISHERIES" IN U.S. 

WATERS, DEPARTMENT DID NOT USE A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF FISH- 
ING YEARS AS SOLE CRITERIA. INSTEAD, YEARS FISHED WERE 
CONSIDERED ALONG WITH QUANTITIES AND SPECIES TAKEN, AND 
RANK ORDER THUS DEVELOPED IN WHICH IRELAND RANKED VERY 
LOW. THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE 
OCCASIONALLY FISHED U.S. WATERS ON A SMALL SCALE WHICH 
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ALSO WERE NOT CONSIDERED TO HAVE MET THE "TRADITIONAL" 
CRITERIA. 

2. NEVERTHELESS, DEPARTMENT CANNOT AND DOES NOT WISH TO 
DISCOURAGE IRISH FROM MAKING APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT IF 
THEY WISH TO DO SO. THE APPLICATION WILL BE PROCESSED 

IN THE NORMAL MANNER, BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE APPROVAL IS 
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